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Introducing the FOSSIL project

Throughout the U.S., more than 60 
fossil clubs and paleontological  
societies hold meetings, host  
speakers, organize festivals, run field 
trips, conduct outreach, work with 
scientists and build their own  
collections. Unlike many other  
science hobbyist groups (e.g.,  
birdwatchers), fossil clubs and  
paleontological societies do not 
enjoy the benefits of a national 
network.

To facilitate networking, the Florida 
Museum of Natural History has  
begun to develop a community of 
fossil clubs, paleontological societies 
and professional paleontologists.  
The effort—called FOSSIL—is 
supported by funds from the 
National Science Foundation. To 
date, more than 
30 fossil clubs and 
paleontological 
societies have 
expressed interest in 
participating in FOSSIL 
as has an initial cohort 
of professional  
paleontologists.

The FOSSIL team at 

the Florida Museum recently met with representatives of a number of these 
clubs and societies to determine priorities for the development of FOSSIL. 
Those discussions combined with results from a national survey conducted 
in 2012 revealed interest in improving communication between clubs/

societies, creating training and development events, enabling 
attendance at professional meetings and workshops, conducting 
K-12 outreach to underserved audiences, having online access 
to the growing digitized collections of natural history museums 
and creating and sharing personal digitized fossil collections. The 
broader community of amateur and professional paleontologists 
will ultimately determine the scope of FOSSIL activities, tools, 
and resources and collaborate in their development and 
implementation. The inaugural meeting of FOSSIL will take place 
in conjunction with the 10th North American Paleontological 
Convention in Gainesville, FL in February, 2014. 

“The broader 
community of amateur 

and professional  
paleontologists will 

ultimately determine 
the scope of  FOSSIL...”
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Connect with us

Subscribe to our eNewsletter at

www.myfossil.org

Fossil Therapy

My wife calls it “Fossil Therapy.”  
When I come home tired and 
frustrated from my office job, she’ll 
encourage me to head downstairs 
to my prep lab to clean fossils or 
study a scientific paper to ID a 
new specimen or simply continue 
populating my inventory database. 
I’m passionate about paleontology 
and I get excited when I can share 
that passion. I joined the Friends of 
the University of Michigan Museum 
of Paleontology or the “Friends” 10 
years ago and have served as the 
President for the past 4 years. I’m 
grateful to have an amazing group 
of highly skilled amateurs and 
professionals to develop and feed 
my passion.

I was surprised and 
honored when 
asked to attend the 
FOSSIL project and 
present at NAPC 
about the “Friends.” 
I quickly realized 
this was an amazing 
opportunity for me to meet so many 
professionals and connect with other 
paleontology clubs.  Then it really 
started to sink in. I’ll be at the same 
conference as Dr. Derek Briggs –who 
studied the soft bodied organisms of 
the Burgess Shale, Beecher’s Trilobite 
Bed with soft tissue preservation as 
well as a pyritized polychaete worm 

found at Arkona, Ontario by two of 
our club members.  I own Dr. Carlton 
Brett’s book, Fossil Crinoids and 
have used it to learn crinoid biology 
and identify specimens. The list of 
presenters mirrors my bookshelf. 

I was delighted to escape the 
Michigan weather in December and 
attend a focus group to prepare the 
workshop agenda. I had the chance 
to meet members from many Florida 
area clubs and I learned there is 
a wide spectrum of interests and 
needs from the various groups. 
The FOSSIL project provides us a 
unique opportunity to connect 
clubs nationally, encourage access to 
museums and professionals, prepare 

public outreach programs 
and, most importantly, 
share our passion about 
paleontology with each 
other. I certainly hope to 
get some premium “Fossil 
Therapy” at NAPC and the 
FOSSIL project workshop.

David Clark - President

Friends of the University of Michigan 
Museum of Paleontology

I certainly hope to get 
some premium 

“Fossil Therapy” at 
NAPC and the FOSSIL 

project workshop.

@projectFOSSIL

TheFossilProject

www.myfossil.org

David Clark in his home prep lab. © Amy Clark
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We are excited that FOSSIL stakeholders will be 
attending the NAPC and FOSSIL project kickoff 
meeting in Gainesville! Members of more than 30 fossil 
clubs from throughout the US will join professional 
paleontologists and students from two dozen 
countries. We are expecting about 400 participants 
at NAPC. To our knowledge, this is the first time that 
we have such a comprehensive gathering with special 
emphasis on professional and amateur camaraderie.

NAPC Icebreaker S18: Celebrating Public 
Participation in 

Paleontology

Monday, February 17, 8:15 am to 
4:30 pm, Hilton Conference Center

Amateur paleontologists, fossil clubs 
and public participation programs 
have made major contributions 
to advancing the science of 
paleontology through involvement 
in research, education and 
outreach activities. This symposium 
celebrates these contributions 
through presentations about the 
history of amateur engagement, 
model programs, best practices 
and the future of this synergistic 
participation. Jack Horner will be the 
keynote speaker.

There will be a lunch break 11:45 
am to 1:30 pm and a poster session 
following the symposium 4:45 to 
6:00 pm.

S11: Modern  Approaches 
to  Educational Outreach in  

Paleontology
Sunday, Feb. 16, 1:30 to 4:45 pm, 
Hilton Conference Center

This symposium showcases 
efforts by paleontologists to 
develop outreach programming 
for educators, students and the 
general public. Themes include 
implementing summer workshops 
for K-12 educators, developing 
outreach programming at fossil 
localities and leveraging new media 
(blogs, podcasts, Twitter, etc.) to 
engage the public in paleontology 

FOSSIL Luncheon
Tuesday, Feb. 18, 12:00 to 2:00 pm, 
FLMNH Powell Hall Classroom

Clubs and other stakeholders will 
introduce themselves and enjoy 
lunch (provided). Reservation is 
required and seating is limited.**.

NAPC and the FOSSIL Meeting Highlights

February 14 – 20, 2014

By Bruce J. MacFadden, Florida Museum of 
Natural History and FOSSIL Project

Friends of Florida  
Paleontology

Monday, Feb. 17. 6:30 to 7:30 pm, 
Hilton Conference Center, Dogwood 
Room

If you are interested, you are wel-
come. Florida Fossil club leaders will 
facilitate discussion about topics of 
mutual interest.

FOSSIL Project Kickoff 
Meeting Theme:  

“Building Connections”
Wed., Feb. 19, 8:30 am to 4:00 pm, 
FLMNH Powell Hall Classroom

This first annual event will include 
short talks, breakout sessions, 
panels and other activities that will 
facilitate the building of the FOSSIL 
community. VIP tours of the Hall of 
Florida Fossils and Happy Hour to 
follow the meeting. Food and drinks 
will be provided. **

With a variety of activities scheduled, there is so much 
to do and learn at these meetings! A complete NAPC 
Meeting program and related information can be 
found at www.flmnh.ufl.edu/index.php/napc/home/

While we encourage conference participants to 
attend as many meeting activities as possible, I’d like 
to highlight those of special relevance to our FOSSIL 
participants:

Post Conference VIP Field 
Trip to Thomas Farm

Thursday, Feb. 20, 8:00 am to 12:00 
pm

Special trip for representatives 
of fossil clubs, led by Bruce 
MacFadden.  
Limited to 30 participants,  
1st come-first served.

Friday, Feb. 14, 6:00 to 8:00 pm, 
FLMNH Powell Hall

Come mingle 
with 400 of your 
new friends at 
the opening 
social to be held 
at the FLMNH 
exhibits center. 
View the 
mammoth, mastodon and award 
winning Hall of Florida Fossils. 
If you don’t know many people, 
don’t worry!  You are not alone—
for a start, look for others wearing 
the FOSSIL sticker.



Representatives Attending 
NAPC & the FOSSIL  

Kickoff Meeting

Alabama�Paleontological�Society
www.alabamapaleo.org
Birmingham, Alabama
Prescott Atkinson: 
patkinson@peds.uab.edu 

Anza� Borrego� Desert� State� Park� Pale-
ontological�Society
www.anzaborregopaleo.org
Borrego Springs, California
Michael Guberek: 
mguberek@globalimaging.com 

Calvert�Marine�Museum�Fossil�Club
www.calvertmarinemuseum.com/
exhibits/paleontology-fossil-club.php
Solomons, Maryland
John Nance: nancejr@co.cal.md.us 

Dallas�Paleontological�Society
www.dallaspaleo.org
Dallas, Texas
Lee Higginbotham: 
higgintex@sbcglobal.net 
Rocky Manning:  Manningrl@verizon.net 
Patricia Noell: pnoelledd@gmail.com 

Dry�Dredgers
www.drydredgers.org
Cincinnati, Ohio
Jack Kallmeyer: paleojack@fuse.net 
Kyle Hartshorn: 
khartshorn1.0@gmail.com 
Bill Heimbrock: billheim@cinci.rr.com 

Delaware�Valley�Paleontological�
Society
www.dvps.essentrix.net
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Bill Shankle: wjshankle@gmail.com 

Earth�Science�Club�of�Northern�
Illinois
www.esconi.org
Glen Ellyn, Illinois
David Carlson: fossil54@att.net 

Fossil�Club�of�Lee�County
www.fcolc.com
Ft. Myers, Florida
Al Govin: algovin1@hotmail.com 
Louis Stieffel: cape187@earthlink.net 

Florida�Fossil�Hunters
www.floridafossilhunters.com
Orlando, Florida
Russell Brown: 
bonnierussell62@gmail.com 
Bonnie Cronin: 
bonnierussell62@gmail.com 

Fossils�for�Fun
www.fossilsforfun.org
Sacramento, California 
Tina Campbell: fsslhntr@yahoo.com 

Florida�Paleontological�Society
www.floridapaleosociety.com
Gainesville, Florida 
Paul Roth: proth@windstream.net 

Friends�of�the�Aurora�Fossil�
Museum
www.afmfriends.org
Aurora, North Carolina 
Lee Cone: lcone@windstream.net 

Friends�of�Stonerose�
Republic, Washington
Michael Sternberg: 
msternberg@hughes.net 

Friends� of� the� University� of� Michigan�
Museum�of�Paleontology
www.lsa.umich.edu/paleontology/
about/friendsoftheuniversityofmichi-
ganmuseumofpaleontology�
Ann Arbor, Michigan
David Clark:  Clarkeocrinus@gmail.com 

Imperial�Bone�Valley�Bone,�Gem,�Min-
eral,�and�Fossil�Society
www.bonevalley.net
Lakeland, Florida 
Barbara Fite: bfite1@tampabay.rr.com 

Manasota�Fossil�Club
www.home.comcast.net/~ccopas/
manasota.htm�
Venice, Florida
William Howat: bills_jewelry@yahoo.com 

Mid-America�Paleontological�Society
www.midamericapaleo.org
Iowa City, Iowa
Gil Norris: gilnorris@mchsi.com 

North�America�Research�Group
www.narg-online.com
Hillsboro, Oregon
Aaron Currier: 
fossils@curriergraphics.com 
Margaret Johnson: 
johnsnml@comcast.net 

Bob Rosé: bobrosay@gmail.com 
Bill Sullivan: idigfossils@earthlink.net 

North�Carolina�Fossil�Club
www.ncfossilclub.org
Raleigh, North Carolina
Linda McCall: 
lndmccall02@yahoo.com 

New�Mexico�Friends�of�Paleontology
Albuquerque, New Mexico
Sheila Bednarski: 
Sheila.Bednarski@state.nm.us 

Northwest� Paleontological� Associa-
tion
www.nwpaleo.org
Seattle, Washington
Paul Kester: pkester@comcast.net 

Paleo�Quest
paleoquest.org
Gainesville, Virginia
Aaron Alford: aaron.a.alford@gmail.com 
Jason Osborne: jbones32@comcast.net 

Paleontological�Society�of�Austin
www.austinpaleo.org
Austin, Texas
Suzanne Galligher: suzanbg@gmail.com 

Rochester� Academy� of� Science,� Fossil�
Section
www.rasny.org/fossil
Rochester, New York
Daniel Krisher: DLKFossil@gmail.com 

Southwest�Florida�Fossil�Society
www.southwestfloridafossilclub.com
Punta Gorda, Florida
Chuck Ferrara: ferrara_307@hotmail.com 

Southwest�Paleontological�Society
www.southwestfloridafossilclub.com
Phoenix, Arizona
Paula Allen: paleoallen01@gmail.com 

Tampa�Bay�Fossil�Club
www.tampabayfossilclub.com
Tampa, Florida
Bill Faucher: 
Michael Searle: fossilnerd@msn.com 

West�Virginia�Fossil�Club
www.westvirginiafossilclub.com
Clarksburg, West Virginia
Pamela Butcheck: wvfossilclub@gmail.
com 
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